
Batley Parish Junior, Infant and Nursery School



Aims for this workshop…

• To explain the importance of pre-reading skills 
and how we are developing these in Nursery

• Understand more about what RWI phonics is 
and how we teach it in Nursery.

• For you to feel more confident in supporting 
your child with the early stages of reading.



How we teach Phonics in Nursery 

Children have a daily discrete session each day. In Nursery this is approximately 
15-20 minutes. 



At Batley Parish School we teach Early reading skills 
and use the RWI scheme



What is phonics?

Phonics is a method for teaching reading and writing.

It develops phonemic awareness – the ability to hear, recognise and use the 
sounds within words.

Learners are also taught the correspondence between sounds and the 
graphemes (spelling patterns) that represent them.

Phonics is currently the main way in which children in British primary schools 
are taught to read in their earliest years.

Children will also be taught other skills, such as whole-word recognition (see 
‘tricky words’), book skills and a love and enjoyment of reading.



The Terminology – A Quick Guide

phonics (also known as ‘synthetic phonics’) – The teaching of reading by developing 
awareness of the sounds in words and the corresponding letters used to represent those 
sounds.

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the English language.

grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than one way to spell a 
phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in each of the words ‘way’, 
‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, 
frog’

segmenting – Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in order to spell them, e.g. 
‘frog, f – r – o – g’’



Set 1 sounds





Terminology used

• Fred Talk – say the sounds out loud. 

• Children use Fred Talk to read and Fred Fingers 

to spell these words. 

• Magnet eyes- Tuning in the children

• My turn your turn



Lesson layout

Playing hide 
the sound.

Writing the 
sound.

Introducing 
the sound. Using picture 

cards.

• Hear and Say the sound. 
• Read the sound. 
• Write the sound. 
• Fred Talk.





Blending

c  a  t

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/vie
w/h3qsd4Tm/C7dey8Fr

We focus on saying 
the sounds and not 
elongating it for 
example ‘c’ no c-uh’

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/h3qsd4Tm/C7dey8Fr


Helping Your Child at Home

❖ Making sure your child is at school on time everyday.

❖ Use Fred talk

❖ Share stories regularly to develop a love of books
Your child learns expression, prediction and how to make up stories by 
listening to you.

❖ Expose your child to different types of books

❖ Use the RWI sound mats and name cards to support your child at home.



Let’s take a look at activities!

Say the sound 
before you enter 
a room



Where to find more information?

Please find more information on our Class page on the school 
website.




